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"KENT AND SUSSEX 


r 


* 


BAPTIST. CAURCHES, 


nm 
N r n 9 


Cons15TING * choſe hich, meet at Sandiox ft) Ses 
den, Tenterden, PFolkftone, Beſſel's. Green, and Cats 
ham, in KENT ; and at Rye, Rotherfield, FOR / 
Feld, Lewes, N ay e 
Sussex. 2 £2 1 9 


MAN TAI IGS the important doctrines of Three equal Perſons 


in the Divine Eſſence Eternal and Perſonal Election to Ho- 
lineſs here, and Eternal Life hereafter The original Guilt ana 


Depravity of Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Juſti- 
- fication, by the imputed - Righteouſneſe of Chriſt aloue— Ef-. 
- ficacious Grace in Regeneration, and the Perſeverance of = 
Saints , ante; 5 18 


| A3SENBLED | © 77 anpnvnsr, 


Tis 1d and tb hon of Jam, %. 


TUESDAY. 


pur Mefſerigets of the ſeveral Churches in this conpertion 
met at three o'clock: : he 524 Hmm of the firſt bool, Watts, 
was ſung : —and Brother Coppiag prayed. The names of the 
enger were called over, and Brother Knott was choſen Mo- 
dierater, and Brother Middleton Scribe. Fhe Moderator ther 
read the Preliminaries of this Aſſociation, and requeſted the 
Meſſengers to read their reſpective letters, which they did, and 
after minutes had been taken of their contents, the Moderator 
- prayed, and adjourned the Aſſembly at five ye WT 


f- 


r . TOI ger ne 
* —— —— 5 1 n 


3 + 


ND bly at eight o'clock.” | 


Wy 


ran ſeven o'clock, and was conducted ia 
"be following manner ;—Sung Waits, Pſal. exxxii.—Brother 


| Stanger prayed. —Sung 2 B. xXXiy.—Brother Knott preached from 


2 Theſſ. i. 7—10. And to you Fark are troubled, reft with us, u- ben 


the Lord Jeſus ſball be revealed from Heaven] with his mighty An. 


gelt, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on ther that” know lot God, 
and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: who ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, 


and from the glory of bi power ; when be Hall come to be glorified in 


his Saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. —$ 5 2 B. 
xxii.— Brother Booker concluded in prayer, 


Te was agreed that the 8 Caſes which were ; proſentad t \ - 
the Aſſociation ſhould be recommended to the attention of the 
Churches in the following order :—r. Hardereſs; 2. . Wi eee ; 


= Cao 4. Chatham. a Is 2 


J 


* 


WEDNESDAY. 


- The Meſſengers met at 6x o'clock, and the following brethren 


engaged in . Fs Brown, Thomas N and 


now” ; ; 


n e bern 


deputed to write, which was n __ ordered to be argh 


: forthe uſe of the Churches. . N A* 


"Letferafrom the Charleſton 3 in America, for the years | 
1792, and 1793, were read, and Brother Middleton was deſired to 


dra up a letter in the name of the Aſſociated Chuyehes to their 


beloved Brethren in America. 
The Maderntor concluded in prayer, and ende Afſem- : 


- 


public worſhip hs; at ten 1 5 was performed i in the 
following order: Brother Atzvoed. read 1 Cor. iii,—Sung: 2 5. 
Kix. Brother Atwood prayed.— Sung 2 B. clxv. Brother 
Humpbrey preached from Col. 1. 4. . » Since vue beard of your 


_ faith in Chrift Feſus, and of the love aubich ye have to all the Saints. 
5 2 1 B. ai roche Pardy concluded i in prayer. 


10 was agreed that in ne to cultivate intercourſe amd correſ- 
between our reſpective Churches in addition to our 


| annual melo. our * be deſired to viſit the Church- 


es, : 


„ 2 . 5 b as ” 
8 — * 


} 


ts) 


es, 1 that correſpondence by letter be maintained between the 
Churches as frequently as may te convenient. 


"Tt was agreed, that for the future, our i meeting mond 
- commence at one o'clock on Tueſday, and me. by adjourn · 
ments, to wann, night. 


It was agreed that the next Aﬀociation bs held at Handeroſi, | 
in the pariſh of Slaugbam, in Suſſex, on the firſt Tueſday and 
Wedneſday in June, 1795.—The brethren Coe and Purdy to 
preach'; and in caſe of failure the brethren . and Knott. 


** was agreed that Brother Stanger mould write the next Cir- 
cular Letter, and that an anſwer to one of the following queſtions 
de recommended to him, as the ſubjec̃t of it — _ 


« What are the bef evidences of the grace of Cad i in a ee 7 
e 


2. What is the privilege and duy of commenimn ol God ? 


It was agreed that the obſervance of the annual Faſt- neg and 
the Monthly Prayer - meeting be recommended to the Churches, 
becauſe of the bleſſing 9 55 has hitherto attended them. 


It was reed that 05 Middleton be requeſted to write to 
the Church at 4/&ford, in the name of the e Body, in- 
viting: it to return to the Aſſociation, 


3 that Brother Middleton be deſired to ra the 
Rules of this Aſſociation, and to produce 'a copy of the ſame at 


the next Annual Meeting, in —_ to their being Printed for _ 
ute of the Churches, | 


The Moderator prayed, and. though the TEES tate of the _ 
Churches loudly calls for deep. humiliation before God, yet, with 
gratitude we own, that much peace, harmony, and brotherly 
love prevailed while we were N 8 The Aſſembly was diſ- 
miſſed at two o'clock. ; 


* 
&. « 


Brother Brown, of Batele, — Lefture \inheenning | 
from Heb. in. I. | 
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THE CIRCULAR LETTER, 


Dzax BRETHREN, 


\HROUGH: the indulgence of the God of all merey, and 
grace, we have been enabled to convene ourſelves together 

once more in our aſſociated capacity; and we deſire to be thank · 
ful for the mercies which we have enjoyed in our reſpective jour- 
neys tothe place of our appointed meeting. We have heard the 
general account of the flate of the Churches in our Aſſociation, 
and we find much cauſe for repentance, and humihation before 
God for the deadneſs, formality, and lukewarmneſs, which ap- 
pear in our Churches, in the things which reſpect vital godlineſs, 
and alſo in thoſe which regard the doctrines of grace which we 
profeſs to hold. Indeed, the indifference” which is generally 
men to heart-felt religion among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 


zs the greateſt corfupter of the foundations of faith, hope, and 


love: which form the outline of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The figns of the times ſeem very difficuit-to decypher without a 


ſtri& regard to the word of God, and to the events of his pro- : . 


vidence; the moſt ſure interpreter of the oracles of God, fo far 
as they relate to the external affairs of the Church of Chriſt in 
the world. And as men are naturally prone to extremes, we may 
obſerve the modern candor of ſome, and the raſh cenſures of others 
to be equally oppoſed to the religicn of Jeſus Chriſt ; that you, 
Dear Brethren, may he at an equal diſtance from theſe extremes, 
we wiſh to call your attention to the ſubject propoſed asthe ground 
of our preſent ods tothe ſeveral Churches i in our connection, 
Which is, 
Se I Tur RaTURE oF cn run CanDOR 88 


As this 3 is a ſubject on which many are miſtaken, it may bt ne- 
ceſſary, in the firſt place, to ſay what we think is not Chriſtian 
Candor, and here we apprehend that natural temper is not the diſ. 

ſition which we would recommend to you. That good temper 
is amiable we cannot doubt, and would rejoice where it is aſſo- 
_ ciated with divine grace. But till, a lovely caſt in the mould of 

nature, is one thing; and being modelled according to that form 
of ſound doctrine which has been delivered to us in the Goſpel. 
is another. The firſt will only produce the character of Pliable 3 


| but the latter will produce that of Chriftian, 


Chriſtian Candor is not Indiference to the do@rines i the Goſpel, - 


There is a temper which prevails among men, in the preſent day, | 
that in order to ſecure a reſpectable name W the world, it 
: | | will 


. "Y; 
' 

71 . 

83 + 


| foQt. U. p. 12. 


n 


i affect to reprobate every zealous e to . of 
any kind, ſuppoſing that a tolerably decent outſide walk and 
converſation are quite ſufficient to anſwer every valuable end, and 
to obtain and ſecure happineſs both here and for ever. And the 
refined profeſſor of this ſtamp is continually repeating, with the 
approbation and confidence, thoſe lines of Pope ;= 
« For modes of faith, let angry bigots fight, RY 
His can't be wrong; whole life is in the right. 
Where, perhaps, nothing more may be intended by a . life 
than that a man ſhould not commit murder, or otherwiſe En. 
himſelf to the e which human laws indict. e 


- Hypoeritical compliance i is not Chriſtian Candice; ; for 8 * | 
4 ſome extremely fond of ſtyling the Calvi iniſts. their dear bre- 
thren, when they only take the golden name of. Calvin to give 
dignity to their want of credit, or to make thoſe called by his 
name their cats: paws in political ſchemes ; they can, when theſe 


views are not before them, deliver their real ſentiments, and then, 


Seil, of all deſcriptions, are, the Barbarians of Chriſ. 
tianity.) This may be Socinian, but it is not Chriſtian Candor, 
for the friend(hip of the world is. ee formed open Py 
which are enmity with God, 


| Unhounded Charity i 1s not Chriſtian Candor. There is 7 i hacks 
of charity, of modern origin, which. is fo indiſcriminate and 
\ careleſs as to its objects, that, as one of its advocates lately 
\ expreſſed himſelf, that if any man think himſelf i in Chriſt, let 
him alſo thus think that a ſincere Deiſt, Jew, Turk, Papiſt, 
Arian, or Socinian, is alſo equally in Chriſt. And Dr. Priefley 
has declared that, % If we could be ſo bappy as to believe that 
48 there ace 20.errors, but what men may be ſo circumſtanced as 
« to be innocentiy betrayed into. ., our own differences of 
„% opinion would have no tendency to leſſen our mutual love 
« and eſteem.” + A ſufficient anſwer to this ſpurious charity 
may be ſeen in the conduct of the bleſſed God. thou waſt a 
God that forgaveſt them, 7 thou tookeſt N of 

their i r. dt | | | 


CHRISTIAN Canvous is 3 or bed el and this 
diſpoſition muſt neceſſarily be the produce of a heart converted 
ta God; for men in an unconverted ſtate, are enemies to God, 
 deſpiſers of their own mercies, if wn in malice and envy, 


WG Effay on SY Ep. iii. 
+ Dr. Prieſtley's Confiderations on cen in regions epinions 


2 Pal. xcix. 2. | 
3 8 karat | 


. 


e hateful and bating one another ; but after that the kindneſs ; 
% and love of God our Saviour don man appeared (not by 
0 works-of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
- - , #-his mercy) he faved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
2 5 A rencuing of the Holy Gboſt.“ . This, che Apoſtle calls, in 
another place, being rencaued in tbe ſpirit of our minds,” ſo 
as to think and act, as in the preſence, and to the glory of God. 
In the exerciſe therefore oł Candor, Benevolence, or ke 
Love, the objects ſhould be diſtinctly eps outs and i Ae 
: ere God and man. ks 


To te G towards Got is 10 Shade OY a chit. lhe 
temper. Thus the Apoſtle Peter exhurtsy/ that ar neww-born babes 
earneſtly dgſire the fincere milk of the aud, © that je may grow 
thereby, if ſo be ye have tafted that" the Lord i ir gracious. Thus is 
acceptable obedience promoted, and peace and comfort enjoyed 
| trough believing; while, on the other hand, diſobedience is 
grounded on a ſtumbling at the 'word: t When, in the pride of 
| | ; reaſon, men aſſume the character of God, and become their own 
| | ſole dictators, by a ſuppoſition that nothing is to be believed but 
| what may be comprehended, the authority. of God in his word, 
becomes the ſubject of endlefs civil and diſpute, © And when, on 
| the other hand, in the pride of ſpirituality, the ſcriptures of 
truth are turned into allegories, divine revelation in the ſacred 
oracles ſuffers conſiderably z and men, thus ever learning, 
never come to the knowledge of the truth, In oppoſition to theſe 
ſchemes, permit us to exhort you, brethren, to receive, with 
meckneſs the engraſted word which is able to ſave F fouls. T 
True Candor, then, confiſts, in receiving the declarations of 
* God, by his Law, ſo, as to believe, that we, and all mankind 
are joſtiy condemned 'for ſin, and that it would have been a 
righteous act, if God had recompenſed iadignatianm and wrath 
pon every ſtul of man that dorth evil. Tf Now we know Br 
hat things ſever the law ſaith, it ſaith io them who are under the 
law : that every mouth may be ſlopped, and allthe auorld may be- 
come uili before God, ||| When a ſinner's mouth is not ſtopped, 
but has ſtill ſomething to reply to the ſentence of the judge, it 
proves that he thinks himſelf” unjuſtly proceeded againſt, and 
therefore is not convicted in his conſcience > that man, then, of 
| courſe, has not received the word of God with candor, for he 
does not ſubmit to it. Chriſtian candor, again, conſiſts in re- 
ceiving the Goſpel, in faith, as good news to condemned ſinners; 
as 0 4 ſaying 9 of all . v * for it preſents a per- 


| Tit. i iti. | 3.—23. ” — Eph. ive 23. Ek + I Pet. ii. 25 3. 
1 1 Pet. Ii. 8. _ ++ Jam. 1 It Rom. ii. 3, 9. 
3 - Ut Rom. ii. 19. 5 , 


. 5 . 
ſon, 


T ü 


( t ) 


8 in jeſus Chriſt; who is over all, God blefled for ever more, e 
and a ſalvation which is /ifficiext to anſwer every purpoſe, which 
._ the glory of God, and the eternal happineſs cf. the ſinner could 
neqnire: 2 ſalvation. which is Suitable to the miſerable circum- 
$aaces of loſt men : and which is abſolutely free from all term 
and conditions to be performed on the part of the creature. 
2 Candor will conſtrain-its poſſeſſor to ſay, God forbid that. 
auld glory, ſave in the eroſs.of our Lord Feſus' Chris. by whos 
be uprld is crucified unto me, emen 


It is Chriſtian Candi to pray for the gracious ane of = 
Holy Spirit: to receive his divine operations with ' gratitude and 
_ meeknels ; and to be careful nat to grieve that Holy Spirit, where. 
hy. believers are. ſealed. unto the day of redemption, And it is 
. - the evidence of a. hard and unconverted heart to queſtion the 
reality. of his in en to act as if they were not promiſed, or 

to manifeſt a conduct which indicated a. doubt of the exiſtence. | 
af his perſon... We wiſh. you, dear brethren, to. conſider that. 
| doctrine of the Trinity enters into the eſlential parts- of our 

vation, for through Him, that is, Crif, we both, (Jews and 
Ebnniſes) have acceſs, hy one Spirit unto the Father. 1 The ſpi- 
rit of the Lord 2 may be ever 0" you in the land of 


vines ! 


 Clriflien Odor will indrice s a belerer to conſider all his af 
fiQtiqns and temptations as the chaſtiſemen ts of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, which though not joyous, but grievous, will, nevertheleſs. 
vield thg peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs to thoſe who, are exer- 
ciled thereby, knowing that all things ſhall work together for good- 
to them that love God, to them who are called according to his 
Purpoſe. But it is jebellion to deſpiſe the chaſtening of tbe Lord, 
and weakneſs in faith, to faint when we are rebuked of him. 0. 
or a heart to ſay, it is the Loh þ let him do what, n him 


good 1 . | 4 


14 


; The fiſt and great commandment. is Rs to. Grd; 15 the ſe⸗ 
ond, which is like unto it, is love to Man; and therefore having : 
giving you a view of Chriſtian Candor as it. relates to God, we 
will now endeavour to aſſiſt you in underſtanding. and cultivating, 
the lame diſpoſition towards men, If an-unconverted man ſpeaks, 
and acts according to the real ſentiments of his heart, be does not, 
expect to receiverthe expreſſions. of candor from à man who. is, 
ſincerely attached in heart and life to the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
his conſcience tells him that he cannot lay any juſt claim to ſuch a 


| . And therefors-Sych a. —_— becomes rather an 


| 's ITY 11. 5. : * Gal. 1 vi. . x + Fph. ; its 185 
| | object 


8 8 


object of pity and compaſſion than of candor ; nay, it _— 
ve abſolutely. ſinful for you, brethren, to give up the truth of 
God, for the friendſhip of the world. To bave compaſſion on the 
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way, is, certainly, our 
duty, as Chriſtians ; but this is a very different thing to that 
candor or love which'rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in the truth. 
There is ſuch a thing as partrality to men, with reſpect to the 
points in which they and their Maker are at variance ; a leaning 


to thoſe nctions that repreſent their fin as comparatively little; 


and their repentance and obedience as a balance againſt it; that 
ſpeaks ſmooth things, and gives hope that without an atonement, 
nay, even without repentance in this life, all will be well at laſt. 
But if it ſhould prove, not only that God is wholly in the right, 
but man wholly in the wrong; that fin is exceeding ſinful ; that 
we all deſerve to'be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the Lord; and that, if we be not intereſted in the, 
atonement of Chriſt, 'this puniſhment muſt actually take place; 
if theſe things ſhould at laſt prove true, then all ſuch notions as 
have flattered the pride of men, and cheriſhed their preſumption, 
inſtead of being honoured with the epithets of liberal and 9 85 
volent, will de called by very different names,” f _ 


Candor, or att to man, 1s that diſpoſition which the | 


Apoſtle Paul calls Love, t and which the Saviour ſpeaks of in 


this manner ; 4 new commandment I give unis you, that ye love 


one another; a. I have loved you that ye alſo love one another. 
By this mall all men know' that ye are my diſciples, if ye. have 
love one to another. | This love is very different from that 
univerſal benevolence, which, by the law, is enjoined upon 
" mankind at large, and from that affection which we ought to cul - 
tivate towards our natural relations. It is evidently confined to 
thoſe who are ſtiled diſciples ; who appear to be ſaints and faith- 


ful brethren in Chriſt, according to the viſible marks which le 


has laid down in his word. The exerciſe of this Candor, our 
Lord makes the great evidence of their being his diſciples; % By 
« this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love 


e one to another.** And it will appear in various articles which 


at once illuſtrate and adorn the Chriſtian character: for inſtance, 
it will lead a Chriſtian to eſteem his brother better than himſelf ; 
to make every proper allowance for peculiar tempers-and circum- 


ſtances j to put the moſt favourable: conſtruction upon the words 


and actions of others ; to encourage the ſmalleſt glimmering of 
divine licht in thoſe with whom we are N ; and e 


Vie „ Heb. v. 2. 
+ Fuller's Calviniftic and Socinian Syſtems examined. is vin. 
P- 135. 1 1 Cor. xiii. 4. | John xiii. 34, 35. 
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a mur and * well of thoſe, againſt whom we know. ho 
: evil. This is the Candor or Love that ſuffereth long, and is 


0 | kind ; and which is oppoſed to pride, envy, and every malignant | 
71 : f diſpoltion of the heart. | ji 


x Os While we earneſtly . theſs dans to you, . | 
wee dare not conclude without exhorting you to beware of that 
falſe Candor which will lead you to a total indifference towards: 
thoſe doctrines, upon which our Churches are built, and which 
_ » muſt end in their diſſolution. Contend therefore earneſtly for the 
faith which was once delivered to the Saints, and be at peace 
among yourſelves. © Finally, brethren, farewell: be perfect, 5 

4 be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the 


1 5 IN God of-love and peace ſhall be with you . . . . . Thegrace of 


gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the commu- 
8 niow of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all: Amen. | 


Signed, in-behalf of the Aſſociation, by 
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Josxrn MIDDLETON. 
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